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Uplift Grants 
 

The Community LIFT Uplift Grants Initiative accepts requests for $500 or less to help support community 
action through small-scale projects and organizations throughout the LIFT Communities. 

 
Uplift Grants serve multiple purposes: 

• To support placed-based, grassroots community action activities, such as neighborhood 
beautification, teacher classroom projects, field trips, youth sports teams, community gardens, 
parent-teacher organizations, neighborhood associations’ special events, and similar efforts. 

• To promote neighborhood pride and cultural history, healthier living, sustainability, educational 
exposure, community peace and unity. 

• To stimulate creative thinking that empowers stakeholders with ownership in revitalizing their 
communities. 

• To provide project funding to grassroots groups that would otherwise find it difficult to obtain 
financial support. 

 
 
 

Who is Eligible for a Micro Grant? 
• Neighborhood associations/groups located within three LIFT Communities of Greater 

Binghamton, Frayser and Upper South Memphis– See attached maps for guidelines on 
boundaries. 

• Community-based organizations with annual budgets of $30,000 or less. Proof of budget may be 
requested. 

• Principals and/or teachers at schools within the LIFT Communities. 
• Projects that address human capacity-building, economic and community development. 

Note: Supported Applicants can only apply once a year, unless granted permission by LIFT staff. 
 
 

How can I Apply? When? 
• Organizations interested in an Uplift Grant must complete and return a simple, three-page 

application. 
• Community LIFT will accept grant applications twice a year, during announcement periods only 

(mid-February and mid-July). 
• Uplift Grants are reviewed by the LIFT staff. Applicants are typically notified about a final 

decision within six to eight weeks of submission. 
• Community LIFT reserves the right to invite supported applicants to present to the LIFT Board of 

Directors before and after project completion, and to proactively seek out innovative projects 
that can bypass the traditional application process. 

 
 

Note: All supported projects must take place within two months of approval. 

 



Notification of Awards: 
• Organizations will be notified via email whether their application was accepted or declined 

within six to eight weeks of the application submission. 
• Site visits and/or in-person meetings before, during and after the project are integral to 

Community LIFT’s review process.  LIFT staff members will arrange these meetings. 
• If awarded, project implementation must begin within two months. 

 
 

For more information, please contact Ashley Cash via email at ashley@communitylift.org, or by 
phone at 901-521-4232. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ABOUT LIFT In response to Memphis’ increasing amount of community deterioration and poverty, 
a comprehensive public/private plan was developed that supports revitalization in the distressed 
and underserved neighborhoods of Memphis, TN. Initiated by two of Memphis’ largest foundations 
and led by the community development corporation (CDC) industry, those on the frontline in 
Memphis community redevelopment, worked over the course of 10 months (from April 2008 to 
January 2009) to create a comprehensive plan and generate recommendations for a strategic 
proposal for revitalizing neighborhoods citywide. After completion, the plan was coined Greater 
Memphis Neighborhoods (GMN): A Blueprint for Revitalization and its initial group of funding 
partners would continue on as the Greater Memphis Partnership – consisting of The Assisi 
Foundation, Community Foundation of Greater Memphis, Community Development (CD) Council, 
City of Memphis Division of Housing and Community Development, and Bank of America. 

 
Community LIFT, also known as LIFT (Leveraging Investments For Transformation), emerged as 
GMN’s driving organization and its top recommendation. Greater Memphis Neighborhoods: LIFT 
was created on November 10, 2010, as a local community development intermediary and as the 
only one of its kind in Memphis, Tennessee to fill the void of scaled, comprehensive neighborhood 
redevelopment. LIFT provides a clearinghouse to aggressively pursue access to and gain the trust of 
wider capital and political markets, with the purpose of channeling funding from public and private 
sources to make sound investments in resource-poor neighborhoods and community development 
organizations. 

 

Community LIFT’s mission is to revitalize neighborhoods through strategic investments in the areas 
of human capacity-building, and economic and community development that results in sustainable 
thriving communities through the following four goals: 

-Revitalize Distressed Neighborhoods 
-Build the Human Capacity of those in Distressed Neighborhoods 
-Improve Economic and Residential Vitality in Distressed Neighborhoods 
-Improve Quality of Life of Citizens 

mailto:ashley@communitylift.org


 

Uplift Grants Initiative Guidelines 3 

 

 



 

Uplift Grants Initiative Guidelines 4 

 

 



 

Uplift Grants Initiative Guidelines 5 

 

 


	Uplift Grants serve multiple purposes:
	Who is Eligible for a Micro Grant?
	How can I Apply? When?
	Notification of Awards:

